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Abstract

The connection betweemlture, creativity and economic activity is a topic of great concern

in recent decades for both academic research and development policy makersein mod
literature concepts suchdsCr eat i ve Economy?o, ACreative Cityo
I ndustrieso are considered to be dominant for
globally. Creative industries based on knowledge, originality, imagination and innovation,

emege as a leading factor in the formation of competitive advantage at the local and regional

level. In the extensive interdisciplinary debate under progress worldwide it is argued that

cities hosting creativecultural industries exhibit rising growth ratdggh employment rates,

economic development and social cohesion.

Among the creative cultural industries which constitute the "cultural economy", performing

arts and especially theater, are recorded as a highly dynamic component with a significant

direct and indirect impact on local economies. This Master Thesis Dissertation is an initial
attempt to explore the cultural industry of theater in Thessaloniki and its contribution to the
development of the city. The aim of the research is to evaluate Aadanthe development

potential of theater as a fundamental cultural industry for the city. Due to the lack of data

from secondary sources, a primary field research through questionnaire surveys, as well as a
recording of the theatre industry in theodder area of the city were conducted. The study

explores the views of the people in charge of theatrical buildings / groups and the views and
perceptions expressed by the theater audience of the city. The questions included in the
guestionnaires refer tthe contribution of theater to the cultural, touristic and economic
devel opment of the city, to the formation of t
the importance of creating synergies and / or a local theater cluster for the emergewe of

activities and initiatives, as well as the importance of spatial concentration of cultural
activities and theater performances to promote the city as a destination of cultural tourism.

The survey findings reveal that theater has a significant develdagmotential for a sizable

peripheral city like Thessaloniki, still the coordination of actions and their inclusion in the

strategic plans of local and regional development are required.

Keywords: creativity, creative economy, creative city, creativecutural industries,

local/regional development, theater, Thessaloniki.
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